[Orthotopic liver transplantation--indications and results].
Indications for and results of orthotopic liver transplantation (OLT) were modified over the past ten years by new immunosuppressive agents, earlier timing of transplantation and better knowledge of potential complications. In 1990, OLT appears justified in the treatment of all liver disease threatening life, in the absence of contraindications and other possible treatments. Between July 1987 and December 1990, 21 patients were transplanted at the Geneva University Hospital. Three children received part of an adult liver (two or three segments), using the reduced-size liver transplantation technique. Four OLTs had to be performed in an emergency situation. Two patients died within six months of transplantation, one after 7.5 months, and the last patient died after one year from cancer recurrence. 17 patients are presently alive (81%) at 4 to 39 months (median 14 months) following OLT. More than the mere survival, however, the quality of life regained after transplantation prompts us to consider transplantation early in the progress of the disease.